
1984
Jawole Willa Jo Zollar founded Urban Bush 

Women

1985
Urban Bush Women performed at women’s 

music festival Sisterfire and the women’s 
community began embracing their work

 ‘the six Urban Bush Women made their point through movement, 
updating African rituals and filling the stage with images of both 

nuturing and awesome power.’ (Pamela Sommers, 1985)

1988
UBW premiered Shelter in the United States, a 
piece about homelessness and social justice.

1989
Jawole creates I Don’t Know But I’ve Been 

Told If You Keep On Dancin’ You Never Grow 
Old, a tribute to popular and vernacular 

dance traditions within the African American 
community.

1990 
Praise House premieres at the Spoleto Festival 

with previews at Atlanta Black Arts Festival
 ‘The piece has moments when simplicity is confused with the 

simple, but it is nonetheless the only truly experimental work seen 
so far...’ (Anna Kisselgoff, 1991)

1991
The first community engagement project takes 

place in New Orleans
‘That long a residency is something new for Urban Bush Women. It 

also typifies the ways in which Zollar is continually searching to bring 
her onstage concern with community back out to the audience’ (Jan 

Breslauer, 1991)

1992 
Jawole Willa Jo Zoller sets Shelter on the Alvin 

Ailey American Dance Theater.
 UBW is awarded the New York Dance and 
Performance Award (“Bessie”) for collective 

works River Songs and Alive from Off-Center.

1994
UBW perform at British dance festival Dance 

Umbrella
‘Urban Bush Women, whose dances, songs and stories explore the 

performers’ collective African- American heritage, show that rhythm 

and colour are intrinsic to this heritage’ (Sophie Constanti, 1994)

1997 -99
Jawole develops the Institute entitled A New 
Dancer for A New Society and is the first of its 

kind in the dance industry 
‘...in addition to Urban Bush Women technique, participants learned 
about different ways to enter community and identify groups and 

leaders’ (George-Graves, 2010)

1998
The company is awarded a Doris Duke Award for 

New Work from the American Dance Festival.

2000
UBW moves to Brooklyn to be more fully 

connected to an African American community.
‘The move was an important shift for the company, as it was the first 
time they had a home community. Their previous space in Manhattan 
was no more than an office, and their community engagement work 
took place on the road,in other people’s communities’ (Caron Atlas)

2002
UBW’s Hair Parties project, which brought people 
together to discuss issues of hair politics, receives 

funding
‘Zollar was inspired to create the multi media performance 

HairStories to explore the concept of nappy hair and its relationship 
to images of beauty, social position, heritage and self-esteem’ 

(Caron Atlas)

2003
UBW begins a summer camp partnership with the 

Brooklyn YWCA

2004 
The first Brooklyn Summer Leadership Institute is 
held. Participants co-create a piece called Are We 

Democracy?
‘During the 10-day Institute, UBW worked closely with Demos, 
a non-partisan organization committed to building a robust and 

inclusive democracy with high levels of electoral participation and 
civic engagement’ (Kathie deNobriga, 2007)

2006
Jawole is awarded a Bessie for her work as 

choreographer/creator of Walking with Pearl…
Southern Diaries, a tribute to the legendary 

choreographer, educator and social activist, Pearl 
Primus

2008
Jawole is named a United States Artist Wynn 

Fellow

2009
UBW’s 25 year anniversary 

‘Twenty-five years is an impressive anniversary for a contemporary 
dance company to attain—especially a company as politically and 
socially engaged, idiosyncratic and feisty as Urban Bush Women’ 

(Susan Reiter, 2010)

2011
BOLD  (Builders, Organizers, & Leaders through 

Dance) launched as formal education and 
community engagement

2012 
Blood Muscle Bone, UBW’s collaboration with Liz 

Lerman about economic inequity in progress
‘Their combined histories of progressive, community-minded 

dancemaking and dance-sharing serve as a living textbook for how 
to use art’s tools to make a difference in people’s lives’ (Eva Yaa 

Asantewaa, 2013)

2013
Jawole Willa Jo Zollar & Liz Lerman lead a 

conversation about wealth and poverty in America 
with reference to Blood Muscle Bone in Manhattan

2014
UBW celebrates 30th anniversary

‘...if you’ve never seen Urban Bush Women, I think you’ll see a part 
of our legacy of strong powerful women on stage who don’t back 

down from their strength, their femininity, sensuality, sexuality, and 
their power and their voice’ (Jawole Willa Jo Zollar, 2014) 

2015
UBW presents new work Walking with ‘Trane, 
a dedication to legendary jazz musician John 

Coltrane

2016
UK premiere of Walking with ‘Trane and Jawole 
Willa Jo Zollar is key note speaker for Stepping 

Out of the Barriers: Black Women in Dance 
conference, held in Leicester, UK.
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