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WELCOME
PAWLET BROOKES
Temperature on the Streets is a multifaceted creative response to connect people from across
Leicester’s diverse communities, and beyond, in the wake of COVID-19. Led by arts and heritage
organisation, Serendipity, Temperature on the Street is a multifaceted approach to sharing
important news and information alongside arts and cultural activities over the next six months;
through a bi-weekly bulletin distributed in print and online. There will also be a monthly podcast
series featuring guests ranging from health experts to community activists.
The ambition of Temperature of the Street is to bring Leicester's diverse communities together with
many of the resources featuring summaries in different languages. Alongside the work of our
community reporters, if you have a story to share, please get in touch via:
temperatureonthestreet@serendipity-uk.com
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COVID-19 VS. THE CREATORS, ROUND ONE?
COVID-19 VS. ARTYSCI, RUNDA PIERWSZA ?
કો વડ -19 ધ એટસ , રાઉ ડ એક ?
BOSTON ‘THE ORATOR’ WILLIAMS-JACKSON

"NEW STATISTICS REVEAL THE CREATIVE INDUSTRIES SECTOR IS GROWING
MORE THAN FIVE TIMES FASTER THAN THE NATIONAL ECONOMY”
DEPARTMENT FOR DIGITAL, CULTURE, MEDIA AND SPORT, FEB 2020

Creativity is one of the few industries that continually grows in the face of adversity but the novel
coronavirus may be the biggest risk to creative output we’ve seen in one hundred years. As a Poet
I felt the brute force of the virus when lockdown was implemented only 48 hours before the launch
of my second book, Florilegium. Ouch.
As for fans of art, it’s been a just as painful journey. No live music for over six months, no theatre,
no quirky performances in odd spaces, no blues, no shubeens, and festival line-ups that never
were. How have creatives in and around Leicester kept the fire burning through the longest pause
in creativity on record?
Photographer Mux (Mukesh Mistry) is a freelance photographer who has taken pictures of stars
such as J-Hus, Jhene Aiko, and Ty Dolla Sign to name a few. He has subsidised his income by
taking up part-time work and used this time ‘to study and learn new skills’. He says that COVID-19
has been a good break from the fast paced creative life and was exactly what he needed to look
back and appreciate how much he had achieved to date. Much of Mux's work took place in
venues and performance spaces – to get an idea of how venues and music managers are coping
we spoke to Yasin El Ashrafi of Leicester based record label HQ Familia and Vijay Patel of the
2Funky Music Café.
Yasin highlighted that there is ‘no clarity or assurance’ in the live music industry so it feels as
though his sector has been left to fend for itself. Much of the information he does have is second
hand information from national sources. HQ Familia work with recording artist on their creative and
professional development.
Vijay of 2Funky Music Café highlighted some of the ways they’ve adapted as a venue. They’ve
ported their live music shows and festivals to a digital platform for live streaming and honoured
artists original performance fees. Not only do venues have to adapt but he says ‘Bands and artists
have to adapt. Everyone should get up to speed with technology.’
COVID-19 is here to stay, for now. But creativity is forever. As we progress towards 2021 new
working practices will evolve, new ways to engage with art will be developed and creators will
continue to create. Lets hope that in 2021 we can also welcome back our old friend Live
Performance so that we may have more of those timeless ‘I was there!’ moments.

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS
MISTURA ALLISON

In the 1940’s a group of African American GI’s were among a
large crowd who gathered to watch a baseball match in Abbey
Park. As part of Heritage Open Days, discover what it was like to
live in the surroundings and see pictures of artefacts.
Booking is essential to participate in the Abbey Ruins tours.
For more information visit:
www.serendipity-uk.com/events/1940s

For more about Heritage Open Days visit:
Image: Leicester Mercury

www.visitleicester.info/whats-on/heritage-open-daysleicester-abbey-ruins-p802841

NHS TEST AND TRACE
NHS APLIKACJA
પર ણ અને ે સ એ લકે શન
PAWEL STERNIK

The pandemic is far from over. Without a vaccine or cure,
we need to do whatever we can to help avoid the spread
of coronavirus. NHS app is designed to help venues for
example, a shop, restaurant, religious centre or sports
stadium to simplify the current legal obligation to record
contact information for clients.
The NHS coronavirus contact-tracing app for England and
Wales will be launched on 24 September 2020. The app
will let people to scan NHS QR code posters visible for
customers to scan using the app and check-in.

LEICESTER LOCKDOWN
LEICESTER KWARANTANNA
લસે ટર લૉકડાઉન
PAWEL STERNIK

If you live in Leicester City, you must not:
host people you do not live with in your home or
garden, unless they’re in your support bubble
meet people you do not live with in their home or
garden, whether inside or outside of Leicester, unless
they’re in your support bubble
Your household is only the people you live with and any
support bubble.
A support bubble is where a household with one adult
joins with another household (on an exclusive basis).
Households within a bubble can still visit each other, stay
overnight, and visit public places together.

USEFUL LINKS
www.leicestershospitals.nhs.uk/
patients/covid-19-informationhub/covid-19-information-otherlanguages/
www.doctorsoftheworld.org.uk/
coronavirus-information
www.leicestercityccg.nhs.uk
www.twitter.com/Leicester_News
www.rflifelinks.co.uk
www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08jjfkw
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT
POMOC DLA SPOLECZNOSCI
સ ુ દાય સમથન
BOSTON ‘THE ORATOR’ WILLIAMS-JACKSON
COVID-19 has rewritten our normal and caused us to re-evaluate our realities. Communities
across the UK have banded together to support our most at risk, none more so than the
original home of the extended-lockdown, Leicester. Government loans and grants have
gone towards supporting local business but what of local people? Here’s a short overview
of some of the support systems in place for local people in Leicester.
Food support

Food banks have become a lifeline for some, though many in need may not know how to
access support. Many food banks in Leicester use a referral system. Agencies such as
Citizens Advice and Children Centres can issue you a ‘Food Bank Voucher’. Here are a
number of local food banks, which are great reference points for information on community
support.
City Centre – Centre Project

1 Alfred Place Leicester LE1 1EB
Opening times: Mondays 10:30am – 1:00am
Clarendon - St Johns Church

4A Clarendon Park Rd,
Leicester LE2 3AD
Opening times: Thursdays 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Syston – The Hub Café

Syston Highstreet, Leicester LE7 1GP
Opening times: Thursdays 2:00pm – 3:30pm
Mental Health Support

Good day or bad day, some days we all need support with our mental health. In Leicester,
Turning Point is the organisation supporting individuals with issues around mental health.
They also work with those who have drug dependencies to better their circumstances. Their
Leicester Crisis House offers a 24/7 helpline, community sessions and short term stays.
Contact them via 0808 800 3302 or leicesterhire.helpline@turning-point.co.uk
Training

Interested in improving your English skills, with a university, for free? Thought you might. The
University of Leicester is offering free general English lessons. Registration is on Thursday
24 September at 2:00pm – 4:00pm. Registration will take place on Zoom, if you’re
interested make sure you complete the inquiry form which you can find in the link at the
bottom of this article. Classes will run from October – December 2020.
Enquiry form: https://bit.ly/2Zz3yif
More infomaation: eltu@le.ac.uk

